+ TESTAMENT + SUPPLEMENT 


Ghe Old Gestament Student. 


STUDY IX.—THE PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM. MARK 4:1-34. 


Resume of Studies V.-VIII. 1. Sum up the events of this period and give a general characteriza- 
tion of it, 2. Compare it with the previous period considered in Studies III.-IV. 3. An 
advance is made in the work of Jesus—what it is and how important it is to the Kingdom 
of God. 


I. The Material Analyzed. 
Read carefully Mk. 4:1-34 and be able to make a definite statement concerning 


each of the following points : 

1. Teaching by the sea (vs. 1,2); 4. on hearing (vs. 21-25) ; 

2. parable of the four kinds of soil 5. the fruit-bearing earth (vs. 26-29); 
(vs. 3-9) ; 6. the mustard seed (vs. 30-32) ; 

8. its meaning explained (vs. 10-20) ; 7. Jesus’ method of teaching (vs. 


33,34). 
II. The Material Compared. 


1. Read thoughtfully Mt. 18:1-52 and Lk. 8:4-18; 18:18,19. 

2. Taking the parallel passages in Mt. and Lk. gather the additional matter; e.g. in Mt. 18:1,10, 
14-17,19,31,85; Lk. 8:4-6,11-16,18; 18:19. 

8. Classify this gathered material according as it bears on the following points: 1) statements 
throwing light on the passage in Mk.; 2) statements revealing special characteristics of 
either Gospel, (a) O. T. quotations in Mt., (b) explanatory additions in Lk. (cf. 8:12-16,18) 
showing the desire of a careful writer for clearnesss and accuracy; cf. Lk. 1:3,4; 3) evi- 
dence to show that the three accounts while having a common basis are yet independent 
of each other. 


Iti. The Material Explained. 
. 1. TEXTUAL TOPICS AND QUESTIONS. 
1) V. 1. (a) Began to teach; a Hebrew idiom 65) ¥. 9. Who hath ears, etc.; a Jewish teach- 


equivalent to “taught.” Cf. Acts 1:1. er’s call for special attention. Cf. Mt. 
(b) Sat ; the teacher sat, the scholars 11:14,15; Lk. 14:34,35. 
stood. Cf. Mt. 18:2. 6) V. 10. (a) Alone; i. e. apart from the multi- 
2) Vv. 4. By the wayside; paths running tudes. 
through the fields. Cf. 2:23. (b) They....about him; of the larger 
3) V. 5. Rocky; i. e. the rock lying close to body of disciples. Cf. Study VIL., iii, 
the surface. 2,(1). 
4) V. 6. No root; cf. Lk. 8:6, ‘‘no moisture;” (c) Parables ; i. e. all that were spoken; 
how are these two conditions con- ef. vs. 2,383. May not this interpre- 


nected? tation (vs. 10-25) have been given 
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after the other parables, i. e. after 
v. 34? 

7) V. 11. (a) Mystery; seek to find the N. T. 

meaning of the word from such pas- 
sages as Rom. 16:25; 1 Cor.2:7-10; Eph. 
1:9,10, etc.; (1) not something mys- 
terious; (2) knowledge which is kept 
secret from the many and disclosed 
only to selected ones; (3) the inmost 
truths of the Gospel which human 
wisdom cannot discover, but which 
has been revealed from above to all 
sincere and earnest souls. 
(b) Them that are without ; (1) a phrase 
by which the Jews meant Gentiles; 
(2) applied by Jesus to his own coun- 
trymen. Why? 

8) V.12. That seeing they may see, etc.; (a) a 
Hebrew idiom (cf. Isa. 6:9) meaning 
either “keep on seeing” or “see 
clearly ;’’ (b) cf. Mt. 13:13; state the 
difference in the form of expression, 
(c) how interpret the thought (1) asa 
purpose of Jesus, or (2) as a result 
due to human perversity? 

9) V.18. The parables ; i.e. of the Kingdom. 
May not this parable also contain 
the key by which to interpret all the 
parables ? 

10) V. 16. Are sown; i. e. the hearer is both 
seed and soil—soil, as receiving the 
seed,—seed, as developing into a 
plant from the soil. 

11) V. 20. Accept ; how different from receive, 
v. 16? 


12) 21. 


18) V. 22. 


(a) Similar words; Mt. 5:15,16; Lk. 
11:33; (b) the question expects what 
answer; (c) state the argument, (1) his 
apparent purpose, (2) his real pur- 
pose. 

(a) Thereis; emphatic, ‘‘there can be.”’ 
(b) Nothing hid; i. e. of this teaching. 
(c) The hiding is in order to reveal 
the truth, (1) to any who will accept 
it, (2) to the earnest whom the con- 
cealing would stimulate. 


14) V. 24. (a) What; i. e. “ when I speak.” 


15) V. 25. 


16) V. 27. 


17) V. 28. 
18) V. 30. 


19) V. 88. 


(b) With what measure, ete.; (1) a pro- 
verbial expression, cf. Mt. 7:2; (2) to 
what it refers, whether their hearing 
of Jesus or’ their proclaiming to 
others what they hear. 

(a) a proverbial phrase; (b) its appli- 
cation here whether to their ability 
to understand the word or their 
readiness to communicate it. 

(a) Sleep and rise; i. e. the common 
round of life. 

(b) He ; emphatic; its application (1) 
to the recipients of the truth, or (2) to 
Jesus and the preachers of the King- 
dom. 

Of herself ; man cannot make her. 
How shall we liken ; a common form- 
ula of Jewish teachers. 

Spake; i. e. ““would he speak,” a 
new method of teaching adopted. 


2. SPECIAL TOPICS. 
1) Parables. (a) Meaning of the word; (b) use of parables in the O. T. (cf. 2Sam. 


12:1-4; Isa. 5:1-6; 28:28-29) and by the Jewish teachers (rabbis); (c) the 
occasion which prompted Jesus to use them as found (1) in the growing 
opposition to him or (2) in his growing popularity; (d) his purpose in 
employing them, whether (1) to attract, (2) to stimulate mental and spiritual 
life, or (3) to distinguish true and false disciples; (e) decide whether it was 
a purpose or a result of his using them that they concealed the truth; (f) 
principles of interpreting them as illustrated in vs. 18-20; (1) every parable 
has one main thought and the rest is drapery, or (2) every detail has a spir- 
itual meaning; (g) apply the principles to vs. 26-29,30-32. 


2) The Kingdom of God. (a) Recall what has been gathered on this point in con- 


nection with Mk. 1:15; (b) seek to show from these parables (1) how the’ 
Kingdom depends for success on the nature and disposition of the hearers 
of its message, (2) how its development depends on the personal moral 
effort of its hearers, (3) how, beginning small, it has the power of vast self- 
extension, (4) other teachings concerning it in these parables. 


IV. The Material Organized. 


1. Gather the material and classify it under the following heads: 1) habits and customs; 2) Jesus’ 


manner of teaching; 3) important words; 4) literary data; 5) important teachings. 
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2. Observe the following condensations of the material. 1) Work them out in detail and 


§1. 


2) gather them up into a brief statement: 


vs. 1,2,33,34. JESUS FROM A BOAT TEACHES MULTITUDES ONLY IN PARABLES, SUITED TO 
THEM, BUT GIVES THE EXPLANATION TO HIS DISCIPLES. 


§ 2. vs. 3-20. “THE SOWER SOWS ON FOUR KINDS OF SOIL, ONLY ONE OF WHICH IS 


FRUITFUL.” THE DISCIPLES, FAVORED ABOVE OTHERS, ARE PRIVATELY 
TOLD THAT THIS REFERS TO THE KINDS OF PEOPLE WHO HEAR HIM AND 
THE RESULTS OF HIS WORK WITH THEM. 


$3. vs. 21-25. “LIKE THE LAMP MY TEACHING IS INTENDED TO GIVE LIGHT. HEAR 


WISELY; YOUR GROWTH AND USEFULNESS DEPEND ON IT.” 


§ 4. vs. 26-32. _ ‘THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE SEED WHICH THE EARTH, APART 


FROM MAN’S AGENCY, CAUSES TO GROW GRADUALLY UNTIL THE HARVEST. 
IT IS LIKE THE MUSTARD-SEED, SMALL AS A SEED, LARGE AS A TREE, WITH 
GREAT AND SHADOWING BRANCHES.” 


V. The Material Applied. 


RESPONSIBILITY IN VIEW OF THE GOSPEL. 1. In hearing the message of Jesus 


(Mk. 4:3-8); observe 1) the conditions (soil) favorable to the acceptance of 
the message, 2) the conditions unfavorable to its acceptance, 3) what causes 
these conditions, 4) where the consequent responsibility lies for the final 
result. 2. In working out the message into character (Mk. 4:26-29), note 
1) what Jesus does for his followers; 2) what he does not do; 8) what is 
expected of them. 3. In giving the message to others (MK. 4:21-25), consider 
1) whether this is a primary purpose in bestowing privileges on the children 
of the Kingdom, 2) whether this is a fundamental condition of personal 
Christian life, 3) note the results as indicated in v. 25. 


STUDY X.—DEEDS OF POWER. MARK 4:35-5:43. 


Resume. 1. The circumstances leading Jesus to teach in parables. 2. Characteristics of these 


parables. 3. Their message concerning the Kingdom. 4. Their effect upon his hearers. 
5. Principles of their interpretation. 


I. The Material Analyzed. 


Read Mk. 4:35-5:43, and be able to make a definite statement concerning each of 


1. 


2. 
8. 


the following points : 

Journey to the other side of the 4. Jairus’ daughter raised (5:21-24, 
sea (4:35,36) ; 35-48) ; 

the storm stilled (4:37-41) ; 5. the suffering woman healed (5: 
the Gerasene demoniac restored 25-34). 

(5:1-20) ; 


Il. The Material Compared. 


1. Compare with Mk. 4:35-5:43 Mt. 8:28-84; 9:1,18-26; Lk. 8:22-56. 
2. Observe the following points: 1) What is peculiar to Mark as compared with Matthew and 


Luke? 2) further light thrown by Matthew and Luke upon the details of the events, cf. 
Mt. 8:29,34; 9:20,28,26; Lk. 8:26,27,29,35,40,42; 3) seeming variations, e. g. Mt. 8:28; 9: 
1,18; Lk. 8:31,42. Give explanations of them. 4) Character of the account in Mark as 
compared with the others. Is it (a) a mere synopsis? or (b) an independent narrative, (c) 
marked by vivid, dramatic, original qualities ? 


V. 35. 


2) V. 36. 


38) Vs. 37-39. 


4) V. 38. 


5) V. 89. 


6) 40. 


8) V. 2. 


9) Vv. 7. 


10) Vs. 7-12. 


11) V. 9. 
12) V. 12. 


18) V. 13.* 


1) Demoniacal Possession. 
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Il. The Material Explained. 
1, TEXTUAL TOPICS AND QUESTIONS. 


On that day; (a) a precise note of 
time; (b) the events of that day 
in view of Mt. 13:1; (c) another 
such day, Mk. 1:21-34. 

Even as he was; i. e. still in the 
boat, cf. 4:1. 

(a) Note the vivid details, cf. 5:4, 
5; picture the scene; (b) what 
may be said as to this being the 
narrative 1) of an eye-witness, 
2) of a sailor? 

(a) Master; lit. ‘‘teacher.’’ Note 
their idea of Jesus. Cf. v. 41, 
“Who is this?” 

(b) Carest thou not; (a) a com- 
plaint; (b) may this remark have 
come from Peter? Cf. Mk. 8:82; 
John 13:6-8. 

Be still; lit. “‘be still and remain 

(a) Fearful; i. e. “cowardly,” a 
strong word. Cf. v. 41, “feared,” 
i.e. were astonished and rever- 
ent, cf. 5:15. 

(b) Not yet faith; (1) either in God 
or in Jesus; (2) not yet, in spite 
of experience, cf. Mk. 1:32-34, etc. 
Gerasenes ; describe their loca- 
tion and characteristics; cf. ‘* De- 
capolis,” v. 20. 

Tombs; cf. Gen. 23:19; Lk. 23:53; 
Num. 19:16, 

(a) The spirit of these words; (b) 
how account (1) for the use of 
the phrase “Most High God” ? 
ef. Gen. 14:18; Num. 24:16; (2) for 
the kuowledge shown of Jesus? 
Study the use of the pronouns 
referring to the demoniac to un- 
derstand their bearing on his 
condition. 

Legion; (a) the original use of the 
word; (b) its application here. 
Why should they want to go into 
the swine? 

(a) How could they go? (1) in the 
person of the man? or (2) disem- 
bodied ? 


2. SPECIAL TOPICS. 
(a) Study carefully the statements made in Mk. 1:23- 


14) V. 19. 


15) V. 28. 


16) V. 80. 


17) V. 84. 


18) V. 37. 


19) V. 38. 


20) V. 41. 


21) V. 48. 


(b) Why permit them to go? (1) to 
relieve the man? (2) an exercise 
of Jesus’ authority ? cf. Mk. 1:27, 
etc.; (8) swine were unclean ? 

(c) How were the swine destroy- 
ed? (1) because frightened by the 
raging of the demoniac? (2) by 
the disturbing presence of de- 
mons? (3) by the malice of the 
demons? (4) by the willof Jesus? 
(d) Why permit the swine to be 
destroyed? (1) to punish sinful 
Jews? Lev. 11:7,8, (2) an exercise 
of the sovereignty of Jesus? cf. 
Mt. 21:18-22, (3) the action of de- 
mons entirely apart from the 
will of Jesus? 

Tell, etc.; (a) contrary to his cus- 
tom, cf. Mk. 1:44; 5:43; Mt. 9:30; 
12:16; (b) the reason as found in 
the altered circumstances. 

If Itouch; was this (a) supersti- 
tion? or(b) the common belief 
that contact was necessary? Cf. 
v. 28; Acts 5:15; 19:12; Mt. 14:36. 
(a) The power; cf. Lk. 5:17; 6:19. 
(b) Who touched; was this (a) a 
sincere desire for information? 
or (b) to cause the woman to 
disclose herself? Cf. John 1:47,48. 
Thy faith; (a) degree and quality 
of her faith? (b) Jesus’ opinion 
of it? 

Note the three disciples, cf. Mk. 
3:16,17; Mt. 17:1; 26:37. 

Tumult; on Jewish mourning, 
ef. Eccl. 12:5; Jer. 9:17; Ezek. 24: 
17; 2 Chron. 35:25. 

Talitha cumi; (a) “awake, little 
one;” (b) light on the language 
Jesus spoke, cf, Mk. 3:17. 

The reason for this prohibition 
as compared with v. 19; (a) the 
growing excitement among the 
people; (b) his desire to moderate 
it. 


26; 3:11; 5:1-15, and consider the following points: (1) the existence of 
bodily and mental disease, (2) the popular belief, (3) the view that Jesus 
took, (4) the expulsion accompanied by a struggle, (5) inclination to Jesus 
yet, also accompanied by opposition to him, (6) acknowledgment of Jesus as 


* The various views are suggested, and the student may decide between them after a study 


of the facts. 
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the Christ, (7) the sufferer restored. (b) Note the bearing of these facts on the 
view that these manifestations were merely bodily and mental troubles attrib- 
uted to demons by the people and by Jesus, who accommodated himself to 
the sufferers’ views and to the popular belief. (c) What arguments in favor 
of the view that the evil spirits were actually present ? (d) On that view what 
may be said as to the following points? (1) the occasion of demoniacal pos- 
session is the victim’s sinfulness, (2) this sin results in the supremacy of the 
demon over the man’s will, (3) this moral debasement results in bodily and 
mental disease, (4) Jesus had authority over the demons, (5) they recog- 
nized him and acknowledged his authority, (6) an extraordinary outbreak 
of evil powers at this period, (7) their especial activity in Israel owing to 
the religious training of the nation, (8) as to demoniacal possession at the 
present time. 
Iv. The Material Organized. 


1. Gather the material and classify it under the following heads: 1) persons, 2) 


habits and customs, 3) places, 4) miracles, 5) Jesus as man, 6) Jesus as more 
than man, 7) literary data. 


2. Condense the material, according to methods already employed, under the gen- 


eral topic of Manifestations of Authority. 
The Material Applied. 


KNOWLEDGE AND FAITH. 1. Knowledge of Jesus no guarantee of strong faith 


in him (Mk. 4:38-40). 2. Evidence of the power of Jesus does not always 
lead to faith in him (Mk. 5:16,17). 38. Ignorance of Jesus in his true char- 
acter does not prevent strong faith in him (Mk. 5:25-34), 4. Reasons for 
the failure of faith as found in, 1) the power of circumstances and experi- 
ence (4:37; 5:39,40), 2) the strength of selfishness (5:13,14). 5. Rewards of 
faith in Jesus; 1) fuller knowledge of him, 2) the manifestation of his favor. 


STUDY XI—ADVANCE AND RETREAT. MARK 6:1-44. 


Resume. 1. Give an account of the mighty acts of Jesus in the previous study and present them 


as manifesting his power. 2. The failure of Jesus on the other side of the sea and the 
reasons for it. 3. The facts of demoniacal possession and the explanation of them. 


I. The Material Analyzed. 


Read Mk. 6:1-44, and be able to make a definite statement on each of the follow- 


1 
2. 
3 


4. 
5. 


ing points: 

. The failure at Nazareth (vs. 1-6a); 6. Herod and John the Baptist (vs. 
a preaching tour (v. 6b) ; 17-29); 

. the twelve sent out equipped and 7. the apostles return and go into 
charged (vs. 7-11); retirement with Jesus (vs. 30-32) ; 
their work (vs. 12,18); 8. multitudes seek them and are 
estimates of Jesus by Herod and fed (vs. 33-44). 


others (vs. 14-16) ; 
II. The Material Compared. 


1. With Mk. 6:1-6a cf. Mt. 18:58-58. Note the different connection, Mt. 13:58, 
2. With Mk. 6:6b-13 cf. Mt. 9:35-88; 10:1,5-15; Lk. 9:1-6; observe variations (Mt. 10:10; Lk. 9:8 


with Mk. 6:8,9) and account for them. 
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8. With Mk. 6:14-29 cf. Mt. 14:1-12; Lk. 9:7-9. Note, 1) Herod’s motive, Mt. 14:5; 2) bis desire, 
Lk. 9:9; 3) the action of John’s disciples, Mt. 14:12. 

4. With Mk. 6:30-44, cf. Mt. 14:18-21; Lk. 9:10-17; John 6:1-18. 1) Observe another motive for 
retirement, Mt. 14:18; 2) other persons, Mt. 14:21; 3) the place, Lk. 9:10; 4) note specially 
the passage in John; (a) its details, (b) the note of time, John 6:4. 


Ill. The Material Explained. 
1. TEXTUAL TOPICS AND QUESTIONS. 


1) Vv. 1. His own country; i. e. his native of this method for the twelve; (4) 
town. eastern customs that afford the 
2) V. 2. Wisdom; i. e. such as those edu- ground for the action. 
cated in the schools of Rabbis had, 8) V. 11. Shake off the dust; (a) have nothing 
ef. John 17:15. What inference as more to do with such inhospitable 
to his early training? persons; (b) a testimony unto them 
8) V. 8. (a) The Corpenter; (1) a hint about of the fact; (c) symbolic of their 
the early life of Jesus; (2) every uncleanness. 
boy was taught a trade, cf. Acts 9) V. 18. Anointed with oil; (a) common med- 
18:3. ical treatment, Isa. 1:6; (b) differed 
(b) Sonof Mary; Joseph is not men- from the method of Jesus; (c) per- 
tioned; Why? haps with prayer, Jas. 5:14; (d) effi- 
4) V. 4. (a) Cf. Lk. 4:24; (b) read the whole cacious for healing in their hands. 
passage (4:16-30) and note the gen- 10) V. 14. (a) Evidence of the wide fame of 
eral and special points of resem- Jesus and the interest he aroused 
blance and difference; (c) seek a among all; (b) varying ideas about 
decision as to whether these are him; (c) note that they do not think 
accounts of the same event or not. him the Christ. 
5) V. 7%. (a) Began to send; (1) cf. Mk. 4:1; 11) V. 30. (a) Probable length of the tour; (b) 
(2) purpose of this mission whether probability that Jesus visited Jeru- 
merely to train them for the future salem during their tour, cf. John 5 
or thoroughly to evangelize Gali- and the event following in ch. 6; 
lee; (8) need of the latter in view of (c) to what place they would be 
the growing hostility and excite- likely to return. 
ment. 12) V. 82. A desert place; (a) on the eastern 
(b) Gave authority; how ? shore, cf. John 6:1; (b) cf. note on 
6) V. 8. (a) Take nothing; either (1) because MK. 1:35, “study” IV. 
, of the unassuming nature of their 18) V. 85. (a) Evidence of intense interest 
work, or (2) because they were to among the people, cf. v. 33; (b) what 
‘expect these things to be supplied occasion for so great a multitude? 
‘by others, cf. Mt. 10:10b. (3) other ef. John 6:4,5. 
possible reasons. 14) V. 87. Two hundred pennyworth; a pro- 
(b) Money; lit. “‘copper coin,’’ the verbial saying used to signify a 
least amount. large sum, not a close calculation. 
7) V. 10. (a) House; (1) a domestic ministry; 15) Vs. 89,40. Note the characteristic details in 
(2) other methods employed by Mark. 


Jesus, Mk. 1:21; 2:13, ete.; (3) fitness 
2. GENERAL TOPICS. 


1) Herod. Y.14. (a) Learn something of his family, their orig'n, their history, 
prominent names among them, especially Herod the Great (cf. Mt. 2:2); . 
(b) in regard to this Herod, study, (1) his position, (2) his relation to 
Romans. (8) to Jews, (4) his religious opinions, (5) his personal and social 
life; (c) note his view of John, of Jesus; (d) further relations with Jesus, 
ef. Lk. 18:31; 28:7-11. 

2) The Miracle. Vs. 41-44. (a) Taking all four accounts, form a complete state- 
ment of the course of events in their order; (b) what may be said as to the 
explanations which have been proposed to account for the miracle, (1) food 
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concealed by the disciples was now brought forth by Jesus, (2) food con- 
cealed among the multitude was generously given up through the persuasion 
or example of Jesus, (8) a mythical story after Old Testament models, cf. 
Exod. 16:8 sq.; 2 Kgs. 4:42-44; (c) facts to be considered, (1) the agreement 
of four-fold account, (2) the simplicity and sobriety of the narrative, (3) the 
resulting feelings of the people, John 6:14,15; (d) sum up conclusions, (1) as 
to the reality of the miracle, (2) the way it was doug, (8) the purpose and 
teaching of it. 

8) Characteristics of Jesus. (a) Note certain characteristics of Jesus seen in vs. 
5,6,31,84; Mt. 14:13; (b) others appearing in vs. 2,7,7-11,41,42; (c) compare 
both series of characteristics with thosé in Mk. 1:12,18,22,27,84,85; 2:8,17; 
8:4,5,18-19 ; 4:38-40; 5:30,34,41,43 ; (d) from all these sources form a more or 
less general yet clear idea of Jesus, (1) as man, (2) as more than man. 


IV. The Material Organized. 


1. Classify the material under the following heads: 1) places; 2) persons; 3) habits and customs; 
4) methods; 5) miracles; 6) characteristics of Jesus; 7) literary data; 8) chronological data. 
2. Condense the material into the briefest possible statement: 


$l. v.1. Thence he and his disciples go to his native town. 
v. 2. Many are astonished at his teaching and say, ‘‘ Whence comes his wisdom and 
power ?” 
v. 3. “Ts not he our townsman and do not his relatives live among us?’ They 
reject him. 
v. 4. Jesus says, ‘‘ A prophet is honored everywhere except at home.” 
v. 5. He can do few miracles. 


v. 6a. He marvels at their unbelief. 


JESUS VISITS HIS NATIVE TOWN, ASTONISHES THEM BY HIS WORDS AND DEEDS, 
BUT IS REJECTED BECAUSE HE IS THEIR TOWNSMAN; AND HE CAN DO FEW 
MIRACLES THERE, BECAUSE OF THEIR UNBELIEF, AT WHICH HE MARVELS. 


§ 2. vs. 6b-13. Let the student work this out himself. 


§ 3. vs. 14-29. THE FAME OF JESUS LEADS SOME TO CALL HIM ELIJAH OR SOME PROPHET; 
BUT HEROD SAYS HE IS JOHN RISEN FROM THE DEAD. FoR HEROD HAD 
UNWILLINGLY KILLED JOHN BECAUSE OF A PROMISE MADE AT A BANQUET TO 
THE DAUGHTER OF HERODIAS, WHOM JOHN HAD OFFENDED. 


§ 4. vs. 30-44. THE APOSTLES RETURN AND WITH JESUS RETIRE TO A PLACE WHERE MANY 
FOLLOW THEM. JESUS TEACHES THE MULTITUDES, AND AS NIGHT COMES ON, 
FEEDS FIVE THOUSAND WITH FIVE LOAVES AND TWO FISHES. 


The student may work through the processes in the above condensations and 
gather up the whole into as brief a statement as possible. 


Y. The Material Applied. 


DEFECTIVE CHARACTER. Ys. 14-29. From a study of the character of Herod as 
here exhibited show, 1) how there may be excellent qualities in those 
accounted debased ; 2) how Herod’s relations to John reveal his habit of 
trifling with moral truth and duty; 3) how the effect of such trifling upon 
the character is seen, (a) in relation to unexpected temptations (vs. 22-26), 
(b) in the development of superstitious feelings (vs. 14,16), (c) in insensi- 
bility to right feeling and action (cf. Mk. 6:20 with Lk. 23:11). 
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STUDY XII.—_THE HOUR OF DECISION. MARK 6:45-7:23. 


Resume. 1. Give a statement concerning the mission of the twelve, occasion for it, preparation 
for it, results of it, its purpose and significance. 2. The character of Herod and his 
place in the Gospel story. 3. The withdrawal of Jesus and his disciples and the events 
attending it. 

I. The Material Analyzed. 


Read carefully Mark 6:45-7:23 and be able to make a definite statement concerning 


each of the following points: 
1. Jesus sends away his disciples 4. scribes and Pharisees come and 
and the multitude (v. 45); question concerning ceremonial 
2. on the mountain and the sea (vs. traditions (7:1-5); 
46-52); 5. Jesus’ denunciation (vs. 6-13); 
8. healing ministry in Gennesaret 6. the things within and without 
(vs. 538-56); man (vs. 14-23); 


II. The Material Compared. 


1. With Mk. 6:45-56 cf. Mt. 14:22-86; John 6:14-21. 

2. Note 1) additions Mt. 14:28-81; John 6:18,19,21; 2) identity in language, Mk. 6:50b; Mt. 14:27; 
John 6:20; 3) variations, Mk. 6:52; Mt. 14:88; Mk. 6:45; John 6:17. 

8. With Mk. 7:1-23 cf. Mt. 15:1-20. Observe 1) the close similarity; 2) the addition concerning 
the Pharisees Mt. 15:12-14, and v. 15, “‘ Peter.” 


Ill. The Material Explained. 
1. TEXTUAL TOPICS AND QUESTIONS. 
1) V. 45. (a) Constrained; a strong word 8 V. 5. Tradition; (1) words of instruc- 


“forced.” What was the need tion or command handed down 
of such constraint? by word of mouth from one 
(b) Bethsaida ; cf. Lk. 9:10. generation to another} (2) its 

2) V. 46. To pray; cf. Mk. 1:35. special meaning here? 

8) V. 47. Even was come; cf. Mt. 14:15. 9) V. 10. Moses; (a) cf. Mt. 15:4 and ex- 
Explain. plain; (b) does Jesus mean (1) 

4) V. 48. (a) Fourth watch; Jewish divis- the writings called under the 
ions of time? cf. Mk. 13:35. name Moses? cf. Lk. 16:29,31, or 
(b) Would have passed; “pur- (2) that Moses himself said these 
posed to pass;” (1) that they words? 
might see him, (2) to test their 10) Vs. 11, 12. Note the reasoning here; (1) a 
faith. son should care for his parents, 

5) V. 52. (a) Understood not; what ought (2) but what he should give to 
they to have understood and ap- them is devoted to God, (3) there- 
plied to this event? fore they can have nothing. 
(b) Hardened; cf. Mk. 3:5; here What then is Jesus’ conception 
in a passive sense, “‘ dulled.” of God here? 

6) V. 56. Border; cf. Num. 15:37-40; was 11) V. 19. Making meats clean; cf. Deut. 14: 
this superstition ? cf. Mk. 5:28. 3-20. Relation of Jesus to this 

%) Vs. 2-4. (a) Note the bearing of this ex- law, whether (1) annulling it, or 
planatory matter on the ques- (2) unfolding its real meaning 
tion of the persons for whom and principle. 
this Gospel was written. Cf. 12) Vs. 21-28. (a) Distinguish, in this list, sins of 
also 7:11. thought and sins of act; (b) mark 
(b) Unwashen; two kinds of the source of sin; (c) the nature 
washings, (1) for cleanliness, (2) of sin; (d) how did the reasoning 
for religious purposes. (vs. 6-23) meet the accusations 


(v. 5) of the Pharisees ? 
2. GENERAL TOPICS. 


1) The Geography of the Sea of Galilee. (a) Learn something of the position, size 
and surroundings of the Sea of Galilee; (b) what other names given it, Num. 
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34:11; John 6:1; (c) locate if possible and describe these places on its 
shores, (1) the plain of Gennesaret, (2) Capernaum, (3) Bethsaida, probabil- 
ity of two Bethsaidas (cf. Lk. 9:10; Mk. 6:45), (4) Tiberias, John 6:28, (5) 4 
country of the Gerasenes, Mk. 5:1; (d) trace the probable course of Jesus, 4 
Mk. 6:32; Lk. 9:10; of the multitudes, Mk. 6:33; (e) indicate some geo- 
graphical advantages to Jesus in selecting this region for the scene of his 


chief work. 

2) The Crisis. (a) Review rapidly the events just preceding those of this study, y 
Mk. chs. 4.5,6; (b) Note the effect of these things upon the people, cf. John q 
6:14,15 ; (c) observe the necessity that he decide for or against their ideas and 4 
desires; (d) what was involved in this decision, in view of (1) the attitude 4 


of Herod, cf. Mk. 3:6; Lk. 9:7-9, (2) the hostility of the Pharisees; (e) what 
may be inferred from Mk. 6:45.46; John 6:15 as to his decision; (f) read 
thoughtfully John 6:22-71 as a commentary upon this event and its results. 


IV. The Material Organized. 


1. Classify the material under the following heads: 1) places; 2) O. T. quotations; 3) habits and 
¢ customs; 4) important words; 5) important teachings; (6) miracles. 
2. Observe the following condensations: 
1) $1. vs. 45,46. Jesus dismisses all and prays alone. 
vs. 47,48. He walks on the sea past the boat of the storm-beaten disciples. 
vs. 49,50. They fear; he says, “It is I.’ 
vs. 51,52. The storm ceases; they, too dull to comprehend his deeds, wonder. 
2) Let the student gather these verses into a compact statement. 
8) $2. vs. 53,54. On landing he is recognized. 
vs. 55,56. Wherever he goes they bring the sick who touch him and are healed. 
' After he lands many seek his aid for healing. 
4) Let’the student unite §§.1 and 2. 
5) $3. vs.1-5. Pharisees complain that his disciples do not observe the customary traditions 
: of the Jews. 
vs. 6-18. Jesus says, “Isaiah called your formal worship vain, and your custom about 
Corban proves that you make vcid God's law.” 
vs. 14,15. He says to the multitude, ** Not what goes into man but what comes out of 
him defiles.” 
q vs. 17-23. He explains to the disciples that it is not the food that goes into the mouth 
but the sins that come from the heart that defile man. 
Jesus tells Pharisees who complain about the disciples’ neglect of Jewish tradition 
that they make God’s law void by their tradition. He asserts to all that not mate- 
rial things from without but evil things from within man defile him. 
6) Note the summing up of the whole. 
Jesus after dismissing all and praying alone, walks on the sea to the disciples’ 
F storm-tossed boat. On landing he heals many. He rejects the traditions of the 
Pharisees and declares that only man’s evil heart defiles him. 


VY. The Material Applied. 


THE PHARISEES. From the character and relations of the Pharisees to Jesus 
4 show how they may illustrate, 1) the existence of evil-doing, possibly prac- 
tised unconsciously, along with professions of high morality ; 2) the failure 
of any endeavor to save meu by outward rules of conduct; 3) the danger in 
too much regard to self-culture and the need of self-forgetfulness in the 
growth of the religious life; 4) the power of conscientious but mistaken 
men to hinder a good cause; 5) the necessity of inward, vital piety anda 
spirit characterized by candor and liberality in the judgment of others. 
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